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Chairman, Senate Committee on
Ethics, Privileges and Public Petitions
Federal Republic of Nigeria,

Senate Wing,

National Assembly Complex,

3 Arm Zone,

Abuja Nigeria,

3ir,

DEMAND FOR INVESTIGATION OVER A
DIVERSION OF 6.2 BILLION NAI

ERGE ISAFPROPRIATION AND
| ALLIATIVES MONEY,
|
CALL FOR SUSPENSION INTERIM AGEMENT COMMITTEE (IMC) FROM
OFFICE FOR FREE AN IR INVESTIGATION.

THE ROLE OF NDDC IMC I%GATIHG UNREST IN THE NIGER DELTA
THROUGH EXTORTION Aw OLDING OF PAYMENT OF CONTRACTORS.
BACKGROUND

I | serve in my
Committee of the N
the Interim M
officially ina
in the ning !
covering
with

the current Chairman of the COVID-19 Palliatives Distribution
pointed by the President, His Excellency, Muhammadu Buhari through
ammitiee hereafier referred to as the IMC of the NDDC. That | was
along with members of my Committee to oversee the distribution of Palliatives
states and my committee was made up of Directors in the Commission
states. That the Palliative Distribution was officially flagged off in Pont Harcourt
to commence distribution. Today, all of that can be regrettably described as a show

o a scam. The Six Billion, Two Hundred and Fifty Million Naira (N6,250,000,000.00)

‘mﬂ magnanimously approved by Mr. President to help the poor and indigents of the Niger
H De ing this difficult period of the pandemic as Palliatives has curiously been allegedly
misappropristed and embezzled by the IMC of the NDDC and their Co-conspirators. As the
Chairman of the Palliatives Distribution Committee, my findings is not only that the money cannot
be accounted for, but there is nothing on ground to show that that 6.2 billion Naira of our hard camed
tax payers money was invested for its original purpose which the President approved. The materials
and supplies according 1o the statement were 1o be done through Emergency Procurement method
o provided in Sections 42(b) (¢) and 43 of the Public Procurement Act, 2007,

FPALLIATIVES FRAUD

2 Whereas the Palliatives was meant for the indigent and . curiously handful of food
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have been distributed. Some of the food items were politically shared among the IMC choice areas
including a few states of choice which aligned with them politically to undermine the original
essence of the Palliatives by President Muhammadu Buhari which was approved with tax pavers
monies. As the chairman of the Palliatives Distribution Committee, | can nol account for the
Palliatives as my Committee was sidelined just because | as the Chairman demanded for
ACCOUNTABILITY and TRANSPARENCY in the processes as well as value for money with

respect to the Palliatives.

3 That | was handed the template for the distribution of the Palliatives wherein it was indicated
that Nine Trucks of food items will be distributed to each of the Nine states in the region. However,
the IMC hijacked the entire process. They called and handed me with few bags of rice and beans
just to induce me to play along with them giving the false impression that the process was successful.
This appears to me as a coverup plot. MOST of the food items that they claimed to have distributed
were spoilt and unhealthy for human consumption. Thus only the IMC can tell where theqgot those
poisonous and rotten food items from. The next thing we hear surprisingly, is that the Salli s has
been distributed. | managed to monitor from a distance the charade and show-ofiagiitg | and my
Committee was stripped of our assignments by the IMC in the distribution W‘:;d left us

incommunicado, All needed logistics that my Committee was supposed to 15 entirely

denied us. %
MEDICAL EQUIPMENT. \

4. As chairman of the Palliatives Distribution Commitiee Jam that what was distributed
under the guise of medical equipment were old goods and n the Commission’s warchouses
which was put on Camera just to deceive the unsuspecting pulNignd mislead the President. This
too was staged. No single kits or COVID-19 Test C rv set up by the Commission in the
Nine Niger Delta states till date. It is for the records ' ese facts. The money for Palliatives

approved by Mr. President was allegedly corrup riggby the IMC in concert with identifiable
powerful forces and so cannot be accounted fof

SECURITY COMPROMISE BY IH%
5. It is not in doubt that to appmntment as Pallintives Distribution Committee

Chairman, | have been person ntarily sponsoring the Procurement and distribution of

Palliatives and other charitah{y or various communities in the Niger Delta from my personal
funds. My antecedents as per in ensuring peace, security and advocating for development in
the region is public & W the IMC is also aware. This may not be far from considerations
that resulted in my ggp t as Chairman of NDDC Palliatives Distribution Committee during
this plnd:m:r.. tWare of my reach in the region and they have been leveraging on it
seriously and ¢ first time. | say this with the highest sense of humility and responsibility.

IneBwerfntervene in quelling the raging unrest and insecurity in the region particularly in the host
of th mmmnfmaﬂmmmmnm confidence that | had the command to
. :ﬂmmmuwmmmm

Sometimey ipZN?. the current Acting Executive Director of Projects, Dr. Cairo Qjugbo. and the
late Ex®8utiWg Director of Finance and Administration Chief Ibanga Bassey Enang, on behall of the
HJC nder fhe former Acting Managing Director, Dr. Joi Nunieh had approached me requesting that
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that the commitment on trust will be implemented by the IMC. Upon the assumption of office by
the current IMC led by Prof. Daniel Pondei, Dr. Cairo Ojugbo also led another IMC delegation in
furtherance 10 our existing engagement on a consultative visit to my country home in Rivers state to
commit the new IMC to this particular understanding with a view 10 sustain it. As at today, despite
my huge investment and productive results on this task to the evidential knowledge of the
Commission. the IMC has refused 1o pay me. | presented the matter before the Minister of Niger
Delta Affairs Senator Godswill Akpabio and he intervened. He directed the IMC o pay me all
outstanding monies owed me as well as resolve any issues because of how sensitivity of what | do
and the need to sustain it. Surprisingly, till date, the IMC is still playing games with my payments.

This cunning posture of the IMC is deepening the wnrest and insecurity in the region, thus
blackmailing the efforts of President Muhammadu Buhari in developing the Niger Delta further
abuse of goodwill from myself and other critical stakeholders in the region by the N not
encouraging moving forward,

6. Surprisingly again, at their corrupt leisure and malevolent unbridled apg
Director apenly on camera admitted to some disturbing embezzlement of yaludNgT™
Commission during this pandemic. Responding to questions at the National(A spmg bW regarding the
COVID-19 Relief Fund paid 1o NDDC stafl the MD said "ONLY NI. ' E used to take care
of stafT” despite being paid their salarics. He said “We used it 1o tak§ ¢ of ourselves. We are
NDDC, we need to take care of ourselves 10o,”, That is the | punity and fraud in the
Commission. This is not in the mandate of the President whe proved the 6.2 billion Naira for
Palliatives in the region.

Uigfins of Naira from the Commission

 ; There have been several barefaced embezzle
that was originally established 10 help the people’ on but to no avail. There have been
records of scam contracts supervised by the IMEQRUn (i tely. they have procured some dubious
Non Governmental Organizations NGO's to defendNgd cover up their malfeasances and give them

a clean bill through procured reports and ntations during the course of ongoing investigations.
The media has been awash for some d with respect to sweeping allegations and counter
allegations against the IMC over alleged co embezzlement of billions of Naira from the NDDC

further show the level of deep seated corruption going on in
peoples of the Niger Delta,

through countless fronts. These s
the Commission against the i

EXTORTION OF STA RS AND CONTRACTORS BY IMC
8. That there i t of genuine Contractors from the Niger Della that were awarded
Distilting and which they fully executed and their executed jobs are verifiable with

by the IMC which visited the sites for verification. Most of these
ine and critical stakeholders in the Niger Delta who play major roles in helping

security in the region. However, the IMC under Prof. Daniel Pondei has
because the Contractors refused to play along with the IMC which fraudulently
o gt their payments by thirty to forty percent for themselves at the total loss of the

Meanwhile the IMC has paid and continued to pay ghost and suspectedly fraudulent contractors
illions of Naira for jobs and contracts that cannot be verified of justified serving us conduit pipes.
These issue are part of what | have painstakingly tried to get the IMC resolved as part of the peace

ty efforts in the region but they have chosen to look the other way while the region is put
for crisis. This also | have brought to the attention of the Minister of Niger Delta A ffairs.
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9. The expenditures did not observe the extant provisions of the Public Procurement Act. The IMC
may be compromising and jeopardizing the Forensic Audit said 1o be ongoing in the NDDC. The
IMC by their actions is by omission or commission instigating crisis and insecurity in the Niger
Delia

ISHALL UPON INVITATION TO A PUBLIC PROBE TENDER NECESSARY EVIDENCE
TO BACK UP THESE CLAIMS

PRAYERS:

a) The National Assembly should probe and investigate the IMC under Prof. Kemebradikumo
Daniel Pondel with a view 10 make them to account for the 6.2 billion Naira ap by the
President for Palliatives in the Niger Delta during the pandemic. That thes
material evidence of compliance with the relevant Sections of the Fubl‘t@ ent Act,

2007. That they should show proofl of procurement and utility of the n stuffs
keeping the approved figures in mind the medical equipment and dist same 10 the
Niger Delta states by the Pallistives Distribution Committee ¢ by High Chief

Sobomabo Jackrich.

b) The IMC and any other public office holder(s) no matter ho m aced as long as this
probe is concerned should be made to step aside or be susggnde¥ from office just like Ihrahim
Magu of the EFCC so as not o interfere in the ongog® in tions in the NDDC. This
will disable him from compromising relevant docurdgn or personnel in the interest of

transparency. The sweeping allegations against the | their overtures disqualify them
h h p

from overseeing any forensic audit beca aye become interested Parties in the
criminal investigations ongoing in the NI, h W the audit and the National Assembly

just to sabotage President Muhammaduy y

¢} That the IMC should be made 10 tx&a ack of the Palliatives Distribution process
and the sidelining of the inaugurated PallioNyes Distribution Committee which was saddled
with the task of Distribution olhic"Balliatives in the nine Niger Delta states as approved by
President Muhammadu Buhari)

d) That the IMC should be

have been verifiably

1o Il outstanding stakeholders and contractors whose job
at | should be paid all my monies and logistics owed by

Id take into consideration all issues raised in this petition and
ation and investigate/probe into them in the interest of justice for
Delta.
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